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Overview 
Columbia University Medical Center is currently running a research study to look at how dementia (like Alzheimer’s 
disease) can affect mood and behavior, and to better understand the relationship between the brain, mood and 
behavior. We are accepting people with dementia, such as Alzheimer's disease, Frontotemporal dementia, 
Huntington's disease, and other related dementias, as well as people who do not have dementia. At the study visit, 
participants will meet with a physician and study staff, who will ask them about recent changes in mood and 
behavior. This visit also includes a Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) scan. 

Participation is Voluntary 
As with all research, this is a voluntary study, and you do not have to participate if you do not want to. Also, you may 
stop participating at any time. 

Alternatives 
You do not have to participate in this study. If you are currently enrolled in a different study at Columbia, your 
enrollment in that study will not be affected by whether or not you chose to participate in this study. 

Procedures 

• Come in to Columbia for a 4- to 5-hour long study visit
• Identify a study partner, who may be a family member or friend, to come in with you during the visit or talk

with us by phone about your recent mood and behavior
• Answer questions about your medical and psychiatric history
• Be given brief paper and pencil tests of thinking and memory
• Complete questionnaires and be interviewed about your current emotions and behaviors
• Undergo blood draw for routine laboratory tests (10 ml or 2 teaspoons)
• Undergo an MRI, which will last up to 1 hour

Risks 
This study includes some risks and discomforts (which will be further elaborated in the consent form): 

• This research study involves a blood draw. Risks of having blood drawn are soreness and/or a black and blue
mark at the site from where the blood is drawn.

• In this research study, we will ask you to report on and complete questionnaires regarding your mood and
behaviors. You may feel uncomfortable or embarrassed completing some questionnaires. If you do not wish
to complete a particular questionnaire, you will not be required to do so.

• You will be asked to undergo an MRI in this research study. There is no evidence that radio waves associated
with MRI are harmful. However, it may be the case that you will feel the need to leave the MRI scanner due
to claustrophobia or discomfort from lying on your back. If you experience any discomfort and wish to stop
the scan, you can inform the MRI technologist and he or she will stop the scan immediately.

Benefits 
This research study is not meant to benefit you directly. However, you will receive $50 compensation for 
participation in the study.  

Contact 
You may contact the study coordinator, Yedili "Jade" Genao-Perez, at yg2651@cumc.columbia.edu and 
212-305-3187.
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